The problem of bacillus species infection with special emphasis on the virulence of Bacillus cereus.
Although Bacillus cereus is an uncommon ocular pathogen, infection with it usually results in loss of the eye. Although previous reports have emphasized endogenous infection, our recent experience indicates the importance of B cereus infection following trauma. Management is hampered by ineffectiveness of current empirical antibiotic regimens. This microorganism is resistant to both the penicillins and the cephalosporins. Although B cereus is susceptible to gentamicin, our studies indicate that gentamicin by itself is inadequate to eradicate the infection. B cereus, however, is susceptible to clindamycin and combined therapy with gentamicin and clindamycin appears to offer the best approach. Early diagnosis is the key to successful treatment. We believe the clinical circumstances likely to lead to B cereus infection, as well as the manifestations of the disease itself, are sufficiently distinctive to alert the ophthalmologist to the possibility of this infection. Prompt recognition of the infection should allow institution of appropriate therapy before permanent structural changes occur.